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The Gila Conservation Coalition hosts the 13th annual Gila River 
Festival “Gathering the Gila” September 21–24, 2017 in Silver 
City, NM, the Gila National Forest, and along the Gila River. 

This year’s festival will explore the Gila watershed’s bountiful na-
tive plants, used as foods and medicines, which have nurtured 

diverse cultures throughout the millennia—those that have vanished, and 
those that remain. Featuring hands-on activities designed to foster a deeper 
intimacy with the Gila River, including river outings, field trips, workshops, 
storytelling, cooking, and foraging.

www.gilariverfestival.org
www.facebook.com/GilaRiverFestival
Twitter and Instagram #gilariverfestival

Thursday–Friday 9/21–9/22
Western New Mexico University, Global Resource Center
12th and Kentucky Streets
Saturday–Sunday 9/23–9/24
Murray Ryan Visitor Center
201 N. Hudson

FESTIVAL HEADQUARTERS
Festival Registration, information, and sales:

13th annual

GATHERING the GILA

FesTIval ORGanIzeRs
Gila Conservation Coalition Gila Resources Information Project  

Upper Gila Watershed Alliance The Volunteer Center of Grant County

specIal Thanks
All of our presenters, musicians, and volunteers Linda Hannan 

Rita Herbst Sarah Johnson Nancy Kaminski John Lund 
Kristin Lundgren Carol Martin Sonnie Sussillo Alex Tager
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TRAVEL TImE
Gila Bird Area ~ 30 miles, 45 minutes
Gila River Farm ~ 30 miles, 45 minutes
Gila Lower Box ~ 75 miles, 1.5 hours
Iron Bridge ~ 25 miles, 25 minutes
Lake Roberts/Sapillo Creek ~ 30 miles,  1.25 hours
Mimbres Culture Heritage Site ~ 30 miles, 45 minutes
Mogollon Box Day Use Area ~ 30 miles, 45 minutes

LoDgIng SponSoR

Festival Lodging Sponsor Murray Hotel, located in historic downtown 
Silver City, is offering a special festival rate of $72/night plus tax for 

single or double queen rooms. Call the front desk at 575-956-9400 
and mention the Gila River Festival to obtain the special rate or visit 
www.murray-hotel.com.

For other options, see the Silver City Arts and Cultural District website at 
www.visitsilvercity.org/stay.html or call 575-538-5555.

For camping in the Gila National Forest, visit www.fs.usda.gov/activity/gila/
recreation/camping-cabins or call 575-388-8201. 

FESTIVAL FooD
Silver City has many excellent restaurants. Visit www.visitsilvercity.org/eat 
.html for suggestions.

P L A N N I N G 

Your Trip

from  
silver city to 

Note: Events taking place on Forest Service land are authorized by the Gila National Forest 
through a special use permit.

Brochure design & layout by Sarah Johnson.
Printed by Signature Offset using 100% recycled paper & soy inks.
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Gila River Festival field trips have limited space and require pre-registration 
and a fee. please register by september 10 to guarantee your participa-
tion. You may register online with payment via credit card OR mail in the 
registration form with your payment. Events fill up quickly; please register 
early to avoid disappointment. Late arrivals will be accepted at the event 
site as space permits. Please leave your pets at home. Carpooling is encour-
aged. note: Events at Western New Mexico University and in downtown 
Silver City do not require pre-registration. 

Name(s)

Address City State Zip

Phone Email

 nUmbER  
EVEnT oF pEopLE FEE ToTAL

THURSDAY 9/21
Gila Lower Box: A Place of Gathering $22
Using Weeds As a Resource $18
Mesquite Mission $18
Butterflies of the Gila $18
FRIDAY 9/22
Birding at the Bridge $18
Food Plants: Past, Present, and Future  $18
Mimbres Culture Archaeological Tour $18

SATURDAY 9/23
The Gila Flyway: Birding on the Gila $18
Downtown Birds $18
Kayak the Gila  $85
Mesquite 101 $10
Acorn Processing $10

F E E S  & 

Registration
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 nUmbER  
EVEnT oF pEopLE FEE ToTAL

SUnDAY 9/24
Wild Foods and Medicines $18
Gathering Gila Archaeology Trip $18
The One That Got Away $22 (kids $12)
Brunch: Pueblo Food Experience, $50
with speaker Roxanne Swentzell

help protect the Gila River  
by becoming a member of the  
Gila Conservation Coalition at an
introductory cost of only $15! $15

 TOTal enclOsed $

accessibility: Events at the WNMU Global Resource Center, Fine Arts 
Center Theater, The Volunteer Center, and Big Ditch Park are accessible to 
wheelchair users and other participants who need to avoid stairs. Service 
animals are welcome. Festival field trips are not accessible to everyone 
given uneven terrain. Please consider your physical condition and consult 
the field trip difficulty level descriptions. For questions about access, 
please call the Gila Conservation Coalition at 575-538-8078.
Field Trips: Field trips leave rain or shine unless cancelled by the field trip 
leader. You will be notified of any cancellations by the Gila River Festival.  
Field trip leaders may change the trip plan because of weather or trail 
conditions. For difficulty level, please refer to the chart on page 14.
Fee waiver: Many Festival activities require a registration fee, and a few 
fee waivers are available. For more information, contact the Gila Conserva-
tion Coalition at 575-538-8078. Evening events at Western New Mexico 
University have a suggested donation at the door, and no one will be 
turned away for lack of funds.
Make checks payable to Gila Conservation Coalition and send to  
305A N. Cooper St., Silver City, NM 88061. For more information,  
email: info@gilaconservation.org or call 575-538-8078.

Credit card payment and online registration available at 
https://www.gilariverfestival.org/registration/
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Alaya ~ Center for Biological Diversity 
Fort Sill Apache Tribe 

Gila/Mimbres Community Radio – KURU
Th e Glasserie ~ McCune Charitable Foundation

New Mexico Humanities Council & 
the National Endowment for the Humanities 

Stream Dynamics, Inc. ~ Town & Country Garden Club
Town of Silver City Lodgers Tax 
Western New Mexico University

M A J O R

Sponsors

Partially funded by 

Silver City Lodger’s Tax

To

wn & Country

Garden Club
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SPONSORS
Anonymous

Ann McMahon Photography—www.AnnMcMahon.com
Axle Canyon Ecological Preserve—www.axlecanyon.com

Cissy McAndrew, United Country Mimbres Realty, EcoBroker™ & 
GREEN Realtor ~ Dennis Weller Photography ~ Gila Haven

Gila Native Plant Society ~ New Mexico Wilderness Alliance 
Pitchfork Ranch ~ Rio Grande Chapter of the Sierra Club

Single Socks—A Community Th rift  Store
Western Institute for Lifelong Learning

FRIENDS
Anonymous ~ Bob O’Keefe ~ Bob Wilson & Lisa Houston

Carol Morrison & Larry McLaud ~ David Rose & Ceil Murray
Desert Woman Botanicals ~ Diane Cornelius ~ Far Flung Adventures

First New Mexico Bank of Silver City ~ Guadalupe’s ~ High Lonesome Books 
Lindee Lennox & Shelby Hallmark ~ Lorna & George Ruebelmann

Lynda Aiman-Smith ~ Mary Hotvedt & Bob Garrett 
Pauline & Richard Matt hews ~ Morning Star

Regalos de la Tierra Pott ery Co.
Ron Henry ~ Ronald Parry ~ Silver City Food Co-op

Southern NM Group of the Sierra Club
Southwestern New Mexico Audubon Society ~ Syzygy Tileworks

T & E, Inc. ~ Th eraSpeech ~ Vicki Allen, MSW, LISW ~ Yada Yada Yarn 

Pitchfork 
Ranch

Gila Haven
a community thrift store

dedicated to supporting anti-hunger
projects in Grant County, New Mexico Tuesday - Saturday

11:00 am - 4:00 pm

www.singlesocks-sc.com
575-388-2488

111 West College Avenue
Silver City, New Mexico

Ann McMahon Photography
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EVEnT TImE LocATIon/mEETIng pLAcE FEE
Thursday 9/21
Gila Lower Box: A Place of Gathering 7:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. Murray Ryan Visitor Center 6:45 a.m. $22 
Using Weeds as a Resource 7:30 a.m.–noon Murray Ryan Visitor Center 7:15 a.m. $18
Mesquite Reconnaissance Mission 8:00 a.m.–noon Murray Ryan Visitor Center 7:45 a.m. $18
Butterflies of the Gila 1:15–5:00 p.m. Murray Ryan Visitor Center 1:00 p.m. $18
Lone Wolf: Hunting in the Gila 1:00–2:00 p.m. WNMU Global Resource Center FREE
Nde-benah 2:15–3:15 p.m. WNMU Global Resource Center FREE
Food for a Bountiful, Dry World 3:30–4:30 p.m. WNMU Global Resource Center FREE
Seeds of Consciousness 7:00–8:30 p.m. WNMU Global Resource Center $10
Friday 9/22
Birding at the Bridge 8:00–noon Murray Ryan Visitor Center 7:45 a.m. $18
Food Plants: Past, Present, and Future 8:15 a.m.–noon Murray Ryan Visitor Center 8:00 a.m. $18
Mimbres Culture Heritage Site Arch. Tour 8:45 a.m.–12:15 p.m. Murray Ryan Visitor Center 8:30 a.m. $18
Icons of the Gila 1:00–2:00 p.m. WNMU Global Resource Center FREE
Tending the Forest 2:15–3:15 p.m. WNMU Global Resource Center FREE
Culturally Significant Plants of the Apache 3:30–4:30 p.m. WNMU Global Resource Center FREE
Keynote: Winona LaDuke 7:00–8:30 p.m. WNMU Fine Arts Center Theater $15
Saturday 9/23
The Gila Flyway 8:00 a.m.–noon Murray Ryan Visitor Center 7:45 a.m. $18
Downtown Birds 8:15–11:00 a.m. Murray Ryan Visitor Center 8:00 a.m. $18
Kayak the Gila 9:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. TBD $85
Mesquite 101 8:00–9:15 a.m. The Volunteer Center $10
A Celebration of Seeds 9:30–10:45 a.m. The Volunteer Center FREE
Gathering the Ancestors in Food & Story 10:00–11:30 a.m. The Volunteer Center FREE
Acorn Processing 11:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m. The Volunteer Center $10
Mask Making & Puppet Parade 12:30–2:00 p.m. Gough Park FREE
Gila River Extravaganza 2:00–10:00 p.m. Big Ditch Park FREE
Sunday 9/24
Wild Foods & Medicines 8:00 a.m.–noon Murray Ryan Visitor Center 7:45 a.m. $18
Gathering the Gila from Ancient Times 8:00 a.m.–noon Murray Ryan Visitor Center 7:45 a.m. $18
The One That Got Away 8:30 a.m.–3:00 p.m. Murray Ryan Visitor Center 8:15 a.m. $22 adults, $12 kids
Pueblo Food Experience 10:30 a.m.–noon The Volunteer Center $50

S C H E D U L E  overview
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ThuRsday SEPTEMBER 21

Festival Registration, information, and sales:  
Global Resource Center, Western New Mexico University,  
12th & Kentucky Streets, noon–9:00 p.m.

GIla lOweR BOx: “a place OF GaTheRInG”
Field trip with Alex Mares. 7:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. 
participant limit: 10. Fee: $22. Registration required: see page 4. 
Meet at the Murray Ryan Visitor Center at 6:45 a.m., and drive to a side canyon 
of the Gila Lower Box. Travel time: about 1.5 hrs. each way.  
difficulty level: difficult.

This field trip will visit a side canyon of the Gila Lower Box to see prehistoric 
petroglyphs left by Chiricahua Apache and hear some of the stories, interpre-
tation and history associated with them. Learn how and why ancient people 
gathered and what they gathered in this special place. The hike will begin in 
desert upland, where you will learn about desert ecology and what plants the 
native people had relationships to. The hike will end along the banks of the 
Gila River where you will experience the riparian environment and learn about 
people’s relationship with riverine plants.

For experienced hikers only. This is rugged terrain, with uneven surfaces and 
steep inclines, elevation drop and gain of approximately 600–700 ft in 1 mile. 

Full sun most of the way and September can still be hot. 
Please bring at least one gallon of water, snacks, lunch, 
sunscreen, hat, and sturdy walking shoes.

alex Mares is an anthropologist of Diné and Mexican ances-
try who has led several rock art field trips for previous Gila River 
Festivals, each time receiving rave reviews.  He currently serves 
on the Board of Directors of the Chihuahuan Desert Education 
Coalition. He is a member of the Accession Committee for the 
El Paso Museum of Archaeology, and previously served for 15 
years as the lead ranger for the world-renowned rock art site 
known as Hueco Tanks State Historic Site. He still serves there as 
a Certified Volunteer Guide.

F E S T I VA L  E V E N T S  & 

Activities

alex Mares
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ThuRsday continued

usInG weeds as a ResOuRce
Field trip with Monica Rude. 7:30 a.m.–noon. participant limit: 12. Fee: $18.  
Registration required: see page 4. Meet at the Murray Ryan Visitor Center 
at 7:15 a.m., carpool to field trip destination, and return to Silver City by noon. 
Travel time: approximately 45 minutes each way. difficulty level: moderate.

On this plant walk with herbalist Monica Rude, you’ll have a chance to re-
consider weeds for their wild food, medicine, garden, and ecological benefits. 
Whether in your backyard, garden, or along the trail, learn how to safely iden-
tify, collect, and prepare plants that are generally considered to be invasive, 
noxious, and useless. Gain a new appreciation for such weeds as thistles, goat-
heads, dandelion, Siberian elm, tumbleweed, nettles, purslane, and more dur-
ing this three-hour plant walk in a weedy location. Recipes included.

Field trip destination to be decided just before the 
festival, depending on the best weedy spot.

Please bring a hat, sunscreen, good hiking shoes, 
water, and snacks. Moderate-level hike across uneven 
ground with no trail. 

Monica Rude has been studying and growing plants in the 
Gila River Valley for 27 years. Using weeds as a resource has 
become a way of life as her business, Desert Woman Botanicals, 
includes several products which feature locally-grown or wild-
crafted plants. Her advice: Forget the lettuce; eat the weeds. 
www.desertwoman.net Monica Rude

“Plants are also integral to reweaving the connection 
between land and people. A place becomes a home when 
it sustains you, when it feeds you in body as well as spirit. 

To recreate a home, the plants must also return.”
~Robin Wall Kimmerer, Braiding Sweetgrass
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ThuRsday continued

MesquITe RecOnnaIssance MIssIOn
Field trip with the Mesquitos. 8:00 a.m.–noon. participant limit: 25. Fee: $18. 
Registration required: see page 4. Meet at the Murray Ryan Visitor Center at 
7:45 a.m., carpool to field trip destination, return to Silver City by noon.  
Travel time: 45 minutes each way. difficulty level: moderate.

Meet the Mesquitos and explore the territory in search of mesquite trees 
with the best-tasting pods. The Mesquitos are native food enthusiasts engaged 
in exploring the economic viability and sustainabil-
ity of a local mesquite harvest. We are referring to 
food-based mesquite products like flour, and value-
added products like baked goods, mixes, and syrups, 
and even the chaff, which can be used in beer brew-
ing. The first step in this adventure is finding the best 
trees. 

As the field trip date approaches, the Mesquitos 
will scout out the best mesquite patch with the rip-
est pods. Please bring hat, water, snacks, and sturdy 
walking shoes. This is a moderately difficult excursion, 
where heat and snakes may be encountered. Be pre-
pared for an adventure!

asher Gelbart, resident of Mimbres, has been harvesting 
mesquite pods for the last nine years. He has participated in 
annual mesquite milling festivals in Tucson and Cascabel, and 
is excited to introduce newcomers to the fun and rewarding 
experience of foraging for this abundant, delicious, and vi-
brant wild food resource.

kristin lundgren is the garden coordinator at The Com-
mons. When not working in the garden with non-native fruit 
and veggies species, Kristin works on creating a new food 
economy with local, native foods.
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Mesquite pod

“In some Native languages  
the term for plants translates to  

those who take care of us.”
~Robin Wall Kimmerer, Braiding Sweetgrass



13

ThuRsday continued

BuTTeRFlIes OF The GIla 
Field trip with Ron Parry. 1:15–5:00 p.m. participant limit: 15. Fee: $18. 
 Registration required: see page 4. Meet at the Murray Ryan Visitor Center 
at 1:00 p.m., carpool to field trip destination, return to Silver City by 5:00 p.m. 
Travel time: 30–45 minutes each way. (Field trip destination TBD just before 
the festival, wherever flowering plants, and thus butterfly numbers, are the best.) 
 difficulty level: moderate.

The anthropologist Loren Eiseley once wrote: “If there is magic on this plan-
et, it is contained in water.” The truth of this statement is easily verified by walk-
ing along the streams and rivers of the Gila bioregion with an attentive mind. 
The water in these areas nourishes a remarkable degree of biodiversity that 
includes many beautiful and interesting butterflies. This field trip will provide 
an introduction to some of these butterflies, as we explore one of our local 
riparian areas. 

Please bring water, snacks, hat, sun-
screen, sturdy walking shoes, and, if you 
have them, close-focus binoculars and a 
butterfly guide book. 

Ron parry is an Emeritus Professor of Chem-
istry at Rice University. Since retirement, he has 
pursued his interests in classical music, environ-
mental literature, botany, butterflies and moths, 
and hiking.

lOne wOlF: hunTInG In The GIla
presentation by Alejandro (Alex) G. Muñoz, Jr. 1:00–2:00 p.m. FRee.  
Global Resource Center, WNMU.

Join conservationist and hunter Alejandro (Alex) G. Muñoz, Jr. as he shares 
and relives some exciting hunting adventures and memories. A long-time bow 
hunter, Alex will recount his tales of bow hunting elk during the rut, which he 
finds challenging and rewarding. The months of early scouting and preparation 
add to the anticipation of the upcoming hunt. Elk hunting in the Gila is physi-
cally and mentally challenging, as it can be unpredictable, cold, hot, and wet, 
all in one day. Its rugged canyons, dark forest and green meadows are breath-
taking and humbling. 

alejandro (alex) G. Muñoz, Jr. has hunted spring turkey, mule deer, Coues deer, 
black bear, and mountain lion in the Gila Wilderness, and has bow hunted elk for almost 
40 years. He contributed an essay, “The Gila Wapiti and Me,” to photographer Michael Ber-
man’s book Radical Visions/The Enduring Silence. He is the past publisher, editor, writer, and 
owner of Campfire Legacy Hunting Magazine and Facepaint, a hunting periodical.

W
N

M
U

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f N
at

ur
al

 S
cie

nc
es

 &
 th

e 
Da

le
 A

. Z
im

m
er

m
an

 H
er

ba
riu

m



14

ThuRsday continued

nde-Benah
presentation by Joe Saenz. 2:15–3:15 p.m. FRee.  
Global Resource Center, WNMU.

This presentation will help you see “Nde-benah,” the wilderness home of the 
Nde, or Chiricahua Apaches, through the eyes of native wilderness guide and 
outfitter Joe Saenz. Joe advocates for Apache Lifeways and is very involved in 
efforts to preserve, conserve, and protect Apacheria’s rich plant and animal life 
and geography, considered by Apaches as one of Turtle Island’s most sacred 
sites in the Southwest. 

Looking at the past, Apaches say, “Everything in our country was sweet.” In 
this presentation and open discussion, Saenz focuses on Nde history, culture, 

contemporary issues, and efforts to reclaim a presence 
in their traditional country. Genocide did not work; 
Apaches are still here, and we have much to learn from 
their experience.

Joe saenz, the owner of WolfHorse Outfitters, is of Tci-he-
nde and Huichol descent. He and others are working on get-
ting federal recognition for the Chiricahua Apache Nation. Joe 
serves on the Red Paint Tribal Council and has organized the 
Red Paint Powwow in Silver City.

Joe saenz

easy

• young and elderly 
• someone in fair hiking condition 
• trails are generally in good condition 
• very little elevation gain

moderate

• someone in good hiking condition 
• trails are generally in good condition 
• increased mileage 
• moderate elevation gain

challenging

• someone in good hiking condition 
• trails are generally in good condition 
• increased mileage 
• significant elevation gain

difficult

• someone in excellent hiking condition 
• ill-defined or no trail 
• significant increase in mileage 
• significant increase in elevation gain

hIkInG dIFFIculTy GuIde
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ThuRsday continued

FOOd FOR a BOunTIFul dRy wORld
presentation by Dr. Richard Stephen Felger. 3:30–4:30 p.m. FRee.  
Global Resource Center, WNMU.

Botanist Dr. Richard Felger will make a powerful case in favor of growing 
food crops that are native and well-adapted to the Southwest. As climate 
change causes our region to become hotter and drier, we cannot continue to 
grow thirsty crops in a land of little rain. 

In Dr. Felger’s words:
“Hundreds of food plants across the arid west
 and all down the Gila River. 
Apache elders say don’t touch bear food but enjoy the rest.
Choose the promising ones for agriculture across the arid lands of the world.
The deserts, grasslands, and forests are food. 
Hedge your bets in a diversity of crops.
Seeds of grass, seeds of mustards, sunflowers, amaranths, teparies, 
 nipa, acorns, mesquite, pitayas, desert goji, and desert palms.
High protein, no-till, low water. 
Fit the crop to the land.” 
Richard Felger has conducted research in deserts 

worldwide and has written or co-authored more than 100 
peer-review publications, in addition to books and popu-
lar writings in desert botany, ethnobiology, and new food 
crops. His most recent book is Plant Life of a Desert Archi-
pelago: Flora of the Sonoran Islands in the Gulf of California, 
co-authored with Ben Wilder in collaboration with Hum-
berto Romero-Morales. His People of the Desert and Sea: 
Ethnobotany of the Seri Indians, co-authored with Mary 
Beck Moser and long out-of-print, is again available from 
the University of Arizona Press. Richard is a researcher with 
the University of Arizona Herbarium and lives in Silver City 
with his wife, Silke Schneider, and many animals and plants.

Richard Felger
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“To be native to a place we must  
learn to speak its language.”

~Robin Wall Kimmerer, Braiding Sweetgrass
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ThuRsday continued

seeds OF cOnscIOusness
presentation by Jack Loeffler. 7:00–8:30 p.m.  
Fee: suggested donation $10 at the door. Global Resource Center, WNMU.

For over 50 years, Jack Loeffler has been recording conversations with peo-
ple from every cultural persuasion throughout the American West and Mexico. 
In this presentation, he will provide audio vignettes edited from a repertoire of 
conversations that pertain to gathering seeds, insights of indigenous peoples, 
and bioregional and watershed thinking. Interviewees will include: Estevan 
Arellano, Rina Swentzell, Gary Paul Nabhan, Melissa Savage, Gary Snyder, Ca-
millus Lopez, Roxanne Swentzell, Fritjof Capra, Wendell Berry and Edward Ab-
bey. The purpose of this presentation is to “re-seed” the commons of human 
consciousness with perspectives more appropriate to our system of cultural 
attitudes than currently prevail.

After Jack’s presentation, he will be selling and signing copies of his books, 
including his most recent, Voices of Counterculture in the Southwest.

Jack loeffler’s latest book, Voices of Counterculture in the Southwest, came out in March 
2017 from the Museum of New Mexico Press. His other books include Adventures with Ed: 
A Portrait of Abbey, Survival Along the Continental Divide, Healing the West: Voices of 
Culture and Thinking Like a Watershed, with a companion radio program series of the same 
name. 

Jack loeffler
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FRIday SEPTEMBER 22

Festival Registration, information, and sales:  
Global Resource Center, Western New Mexico University,  
12th & Kentucky Streets, noon–5:00 p.m.
Fine Arts Center Theater, Western New Mexico University, 
6:30–8:30 p.m.

BIRdInG aT The BRIdGe
Field trip with Mike Fugagli. 8:00 a.m.–noon. participant limit: 12. Fee: $18. 
Registration required: see page 4. Meet at the Murray Ryan Visitor Center at 
7:45 a.m., carpool to the Iron Bridge on the Gila River, and return to Silver City by 
noon. Travel time: approximately 30 minutes each way.  
difficulty level: challenging, with river crossings.

Join ornithologist and naturalist Mike Fugagli for a field trip to the Iron Bridge 
on the Gila River, a riparian landscape in recovery. You’ll learn about general 
riparian ecology as well as birds. More than 200 species of birds have been 
documented along the Gila River, including the imperiled southwest willow fly-
catcher and yellow-billed cuckoo. While you will not encounter 200 species of 
birds on this field trip, you may see some interesting migrants passing through, 
as well as year-round residents.

On this field trip, you’ll encounter sand, cobble, and uneven terrain. There 
will be a few shallow river crossings, so please wear river shoes or shoes that 
can get wet. Bring a hat, sunscreen, water, snacks, and binoculars. Hiking poles 
are a great way to help with balance when crossing the river.

Mike Fugagli is an ornithologist and naturalist with extensive experience in documenting 
and tagging birds in the Gila Valley.

wilson’s warbler  Photo: Mark Watson
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FRIday continued

FOOd planTs: pasT, pResenT, and FuTuRe
Field trip with Dr. Richard Felger. 8:15 a.m.–noon. participant limit: 20.  
Fee: $18. Registration required: see page 4. Meet at the Murray Ryan Visitor 
Center at 8:00 a.m., carpool to Cherry Creek Campground, and return to Silver 
City by noon. Travel time: approximately 30 minutes each way.  
difficulty level: moderate.

Botanist Richard Felger invites you to experience food plants enjoyed for 
millennia. Some for today and some for tomorrow, like Apache redgrass, are 
major crops for the high country west. High protein, no-till, low water. Apache 
elders say this one is the best tasting and easiest to harvest. On this field trip, 
Felger will show participants a variety of native trees, shrubs, forbs, and grasses 
that sustained Native Americans and will provide for future agriculture.

Please bring water, snacks, hat, sunscreen, and sturdy walking shoes.
Richard Felger has conducted re-

search in deserts worldwide and has writ-
ten or co-authored more than 100 peer-
review publications, in addition to books 
and popular writings in desert botany, 
ethnobiology, and new food crops. His 
most recent book is Plant Life of a Desert 
Archipelago: Flora of the Sonoran Islands 
in the Gulf of California, co-authored 
with Ben Wilder in collaboration with 
Humberto Romero-Morales. His People 
of the Desert and Sea: Ethnobotany of 
the Seri Indians, co-authored with Mary 
Beck Moser and long out-of-print, is again 
available from the University of Arizona 
Press. Richard is a researcher with the Uni-
versity of Arizona Herbarium and lives in 
Silver City with his wife, Silke Schneider, 
and many animals and plants.

Richard Felger  Photo: Benjamin Wilder
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FRIday continued

MIMBRes culTuRe heRITaGe sITe aRchaeOlOGIcal TOuR
Field trip with Marilyn Markel. 8:45 a.m.–12:15 p.m. participant limit: 20.  
Fee: $18. Registration required: see page 4. Meet at the Murray Ryan Visitor 
Center at 8:30 a.m., carpool to the Mattocks site, and return to Silver City by 
12:15 p.m. Travel time: 45 minutes each way.  
difficulty level: Easy walk on established trails, some full sun.

Archaeologist Marilyn Markel has led dozens of tours to the Mimbres Cul-
ture Heritage Site in the Mimbres Valley. She will begin this tour with a talk 
inside the newly renovated Visitors Center, and then lead you through the 
Mattocks ruin. Along the way, Marilyn will talk about its inhabitants, their food 
sources, their distinctive pottery, and the theories on why they abandoned 
their lovely home on the Mimbres River.

The site was occupied from about A.D. 550 to the mid-1100s, during the 
Late Pithouse and Mimbres Classic Pueblo periods. About three-quarters of 
the ruin has been excavated; looter holes and excavated areas have been back-
filled to preserve the architectural features. The Mattocks site is an excellent 
example of a Mimbres Valley settlement. Past archaeological excavations allow 
interpretation of the site at a level of detail not possible at unexcavated sites, 
and this relatively undisturbed site may be one of the last major sites in the 
middle Mimbres drainage. Of particular note is the presence of a well devel-
oped riparian woodland adjacent to the Mattocks site. This stretch of the Mim-
bres River also contains a population of the endangered Chihuahuan chub. 

Please bring water, snacks, hat, sunscreen, and sturdy walking shoes.
Marilyn Markel teaches archaeology at Aldo Leopold Charter School in Silver City and 

is the President of the Grant County Archaeological Society, the Southwest Chapter Coor-
dinator of New Mexico SiteWatch, and the Education Coordinator at the Mimbres Culture 
Heritage Site. 

Mimbreno bowl
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FRIday continued

IcOns OF The GIla
presentation by Diana Molina, artistic director for JUNTOS Art Association. 
1:00–2:00 p.m. FRee. Global Resource Center, WNMU.

Artist, photographer, and curator Diana Molina’s presentation features her 
stunning photos of the Gila region and Chihuahuan Desert’s native food plants, 
and discusses how the land itself has a direct influence in the creation of human 
cultures. Our geography, with distinct natural features, unifies the experience 
of place, gives shape to our unique identity and collective character—unified 
but not homogenized. The Gila area’s rich plant and animal diversity is the re-
sult of its unique location at the intersection of the Chihuahuan Desert, the 
northernmost Sierra Madres, and the southernmost Rocky Mountains. Human 
cultures, too, converge and blend in this area, creating a bountiful mix of tradi-
tions, food, art, and music. Molina’s images depict the relationships of people, 
land, and culture rooted in a rich environment.

diana Molina was born in El Paso, raised on 
the Texas/New Mexico/Chihuahua bor der, and 
her work reflects diverse international perspec-
tives. A photographer, writer, and exhibit cura-
tor, she has published feature articles in Elle, 
Esquire, National Geographic Traveler, and oth-
ers. She serves as the artistic director of JUNTOS 
Art Association, and is the curator of a JUNTOS 
exhibit titled “Icons and Symbols of the Border-
lands,” on display until December 17 at Centro 
de Artes in San Antonio, TX.

diana Molina Photo: JM Brannon
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FRIday continued

TendInG The FOResT: TRadITIOnal land sTewaRdshIp 
pRacTIces OF IndIGenOus peOples
presentation by Lyla June Johnston. 2:15–3:15 p.m. FRee.  
Global Resource Center, WNMU.

The mythology purveyed by contemporary and colonial anthropologists is 
that this continent was sparsely inhabited by “primitive” nomads who had little 
effect on the ecology of the land. The speaker leverages her experience as 
an indigenous woman who has lived and researched the deeper natural his-
tory of indigenous communities to explain how Indigenous Peoples extensively 
managed, and in some places still manage, the “Americas.” The tools and the 
knowledge that we find within the context of indigenous land and forest man-
agement have great potential to inform the short-sighted society we live in and 
help us become more sustainable. Join us to explore ways in which we can all 
learn from Indigenous agroforestry and land management to aid us in times of 
great ecological upheaval and change.

lyla June Johnston is a Diné musician, poet, edu-
cator, anthropologist and community organizer from 
Taos, New Mexico. Her passion for relieving suffer-
ing around the world has led her to many places 
and projects involving indigenous rights, sustainabil-
ity, intercultural reconciliation, and socio-ecological 
healing. She graduated from Stanford University 
with a degree in environmental anthropology and 
has recently finished her graduate studies at Univer-
sity of New Mexico in American Indian Education.

lyla June Johnston

“Food for us comes from our relatives,  
whether they have wings or fins or roots.  

That is how we consider food.  
Food has a culture. It has a history.  
It has a story. It has relationships.”

~Winona LaDuke
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FRIday continued

culTuRally sIGnIFIcanT planTs OF The  
chIRIcahua apache
presentation by Phillip Koszarek. 3:30–4:30 p.m. FRee.  
Global Resource Center, WNMU.

Wild plants of the Chihuahan desert and mountains of the Madrean Archi-
pelago provided nutrition and made up a large part of the Chiricahua Apache’s 
material culture. Traditionally the Chiricahua Apache survived through a com-
bination of hunting and gathering and by preserving those foods, a large pro-
portion of which were derived from wild plants. The practice of collecting, 
preparing, and preserving the wild plant food sources was a year-round enter-
prise and integral to their overall survival. It required an intimate knowledge 
of the natural environment. Knowing which food sources were available where 
and at what time allowed Chiricahua Apache to take maximum advantage of 
what generally appeared to be a stark landscape. Collecting and harvesting 
while foods were abundant and then preparing and preserving those foods 
allowed them to survive periods of scarcity.

Main food sources included agave, acorns, mesquite beans, juniper berries, 
piñons, and walnuts. Other fruits, seeds and plants were gathered as available 
and used to supplement and spice primary food sources.  An intimate knowl-
edge of the natural landscape also allowed the Chiricahua Apache to develop 
a material culture, providing shelter, tools and material for artistry.  All of these 
foods and materials were collected during a year that was divided into six dis-
tinct seasons, named for their impressions of the natural environment. Interac-
tions with the government, and eventual relocation, required them to adapt 
their ancient ways, adopt new plant species, or abandon traditional practices 
due to lack of access to traditional plant sources.

phillip koszarek is a member of the Warm Springs Band of the 
Chiricahua Fort Sill Apache Tribe. He graduated from the University 
of Oklahoma with Bachelors Degrees in Botany and Spanish, concen-
trating his botanical studies on the ethnobotany of the Chiricahua 
Apache in present day and throughout their history. 

phillip koszarek

“The land knows you, even when you are lost.”
~Robin Wall Kimmerer, Braiding Sweetgrass
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naTIve planTs, naTIve peOples
keynote address by Winona LaDuke
7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  
Global Resource Center, WNMU. 
$15 suggested donation at the door.  
No one turned away for lack of funds.

Winona LaDuke’s keynote presentation will ad-
dress the native food plants that are an integral 

part of the Anishinaabe people’s culture and health, 
the harvesting and preparation of these traditional 
foods, and the significance of traditional foods in Na-
tive American cultures. She will discuss the work to protect traditional foods 
from genetic contamination and extinction, to restore ancient varieties, and 
the vital importance of these well-adapted plants in the face of climate 
change.

LaDuke, renowned for her passion about traditional native foods, has 
worked tirelessly to maintain their integrity, and will speak to the urgent 
need to protect and learn from these ancient cultures, and to incorporate 
their beliefs, wisdom, and philosophy into today’s society. 

Winona LaDuke is a rural development economist and author working on 
issues of sustainable development, indigenous economics, renewable en-
ergy, and food systems. A two-time vice presidential candidate with Ralph 
Nader for the Green Party, she lives and works on the White Earth Reserva-
tion in northern Minnesota. 

In 2007, LaDuke was inducted into the National Women’s Hall of Fame, 
and in 1994, was nominated by Time magazine as one of America’s fifty 
most promising leaders under forty years of age. She was awarded the 
Thomas Merton Award in 1996 and Ms. Woman of the Year (with the Indigo 
Girls) in 1997. 

As co-founder (with the Indigo Girls) and Executive Director of Honor 
the Earth, a grassroots environmental organization focused on indigenous 
issues and environmental justice, LaDuke works internationally on the issues 
of climate change, renewable energy, and environmental justice alongside 
Indigenous communities. In her own community, she is the founder of the 
White Earth Land Recovery Project, one of the largest reservation-based 
non-profits in the country. 

A graduate of Harvard and Antioch Universities, LaDuke has written ex-
tensively on Native American and environmental issues. She is the author of 
six books, including Recovering the Sacred, All Our Relations, Last Standing 
Woman, and her most recent, The Winona LaDuke Chronicles. 

winona laduke To
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saTuRday SEPTEMBER 23

Festival Information:  
Murray Ryan Visitor Center,  
201 N. Hudson St., 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. 

The GIla Flyway: BIRdInG alOnGsIde The GIla
Field trip with Brian Dolton. 8:00 a.m.–noon. participant limit: 12. Fee: $18. 
Registration required: see page 4. Meet at the Murray Ryan Visitor Center at 
7:45 a.m., carpool to the Gila River, and return to Silver City by noon.  
Travel time: approximately 45 minutes each way. difficulty level: moderate. 

The Gila Bird Area is named well, with at least 200 bird species on record. 
There are a variety of habitats from hillside scrub to riparian forest that sup-
port a wide range of residents, migrants, and visitors. Local birder and former 
Southwest New Mexico Audubon field trip leader Brian Dolton will lead par-
ticipants along the old road beside the river from Pancho Canyon, listening as 
much as looking for the varied bird life that relies upon the Gila.

Please note that the access to Pancho Canyon is sandy and 4WD vehicles 
are recommended; also, parking is limited so we will carpool where possible. 
Please bring hat, good walking shoes, water, snacks and binoculars. The walking 
is mostly level but the trail can be overgrown and muddy in places depending 
on the rains. Total distance should be no more than 2.5 miles at an easy pace.

Brian dolton is an Englishman transplanted to New 
Mexico, where he experiences more sunshine and high-
er altitudes than are possible in the UK. He has birded 
Grant County extensively since 2009, with a total tally at 
time of writing of 266 species. The chances of making 
it 267 on this trip are slender but there’s always hope!

Brian dolton
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saTuRday continued

dOwnTOwn BIRds
Field trip with Karen Beckenbach and Patricia Taber. 8:15–11:00 a.m.  
participant limit: 8. Fee: $18. Registration required: see page 4. Meet at the 
Murray Ryan Visitor Center at 8:00 a.m., and drive to the San Vicente Creek Trail-
head just a few minutes away. Return to the Visitors Center by 11:00 a.m.  
Travel time: 5 minutes each way. difficulty level: moderate, with some very shal-
low creek crossings.

San Vicente Creek flows right through downtown Silver City, where it’s 
called the Big Ditch. A surprising number of birds live along this perennial 
creek. Expert birders Karen Beckenbach and Patricia Taber lead this field trip 
on a trail along the creek, where you can expect to see fall migrants, as well as 
birds that live here year-round. 

Please bring hat, good walking shoes, water, snacks and binoculars. Hiking 
poles help with stability when crossing the creek.

After moving to Silver City nine years ago from Vancouver, 
Canada, karen Beckenbach has enjoyed sharing her knowledge 
of birds, butterflies, and general nature-related oddball stuff. She 
is the Vice President of the Grant County Community Concert As-
sociation and serves on the Western Institute for Lifelong Learning 
Communication Committee.

patricia Taber is a licensed bird-bander 
who enjoys birding both locally and in Central 
and South America. A transplant from Vermont, 
she has been a resident of Silver City for 17 
years. Patricia is a graphic designer, Plein air 
artist, and is editor of the Southwestern New 
Mexico Audubon Society newsletter.

patricia Taber

karen Beckenbach

western Tanager. Photo: Mark Watson



26

saTuRday continued

MesquITe 101 
workshop with the Mesquitos. 8:00–9:15 a.m. Fee: $10.  
Registration required: see page 4.  
The Volunteer Center, 501 E. 13th St.

Native Americans of the Southwest made extensive use of mesquite, utiliz-
ing every part of the plant. In the desert Southwest, it was the single most use-
ful plant, with flowers and pods eaten fresh, ripe pods ground into flour, and 
the wood used for many purposes. Mesquite is highly variable, growing as a 
shrub in arid locations, and a small tree along waterways. Mesquite is currently 
enjoying a revival, as people rediscover its delicious and healthful qualities. In 
this introduction to contemporary uses of mesquite pods, the Mesquitos will 
demonstrate use of a mesquite mill and show participants how to use mesquite 
flour in baked goods. Since the “proof is in the pudding,” participants will bake 
simple mesquite treats in solar ovens and taste the yummy results. 

This workshop takes place outside, so please bring a hat and water.
The Mesquitos are native food enthusiasts based in Silver City engaged in exploring the 

economic viability and sustainability of a local mesquite harvest.

Mesquite flour baked goods  
by the Mesquitos.

Mesquito kristin lundgren 
helps feed mesquite pods 

through a hammermill.
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kayak The GIla 
kayak trip with Far Flung Adventures. 9:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.  
participant limit: 15. Fee: $85. Registration required: see page 4.  
We will contact participants with information on where to meet. If there is not 
enough water to float the Gila River, registration fees will be refunded in full. 
difficulty level: difficult.

The Gila might be missing from an inventory of the world’s longest rivers, but 
it’s at the top of the list when it comes to rivers with heart—BIG heart. Steve 
Harris and Todd Schulke are two of the many river runners who drop every-
thing to float the Gila when the water is up. To merge with the beating heart 
of a live river, in a region where most rivers are tamed and constrained—well, 
that’s what it’s all about. 

Unlike many Southwestern rivers, the pastoral Cliff-Gila Valley still supports 
healthy riparian areas, and is an easy and lovely 1.5- to 2-mile float. Join Steve 
and Todd for a relaxing and informative trip down the Gila. 

Participants should bring: hat; sunglasses with retainer strap; shorts; short-
sleeved shirt; sneakers, booties or water shoes (with sandals a distant second 
choice); 1–2 liters of water; lunch and snacks; sunscreen; and a lightweight 
shelled jacket in case of inclement weather. Far Flung Adventures will provide 
one-person inflatable kayaks, paddles, helmets and life jackets. Although ex-
tensive river experience is not necessary, please be realistic about your physi-
cal condition and make sure you’re capable of performing several short carries. 
To prevent injuries, the Gila River Festival reserves the right to limit this excur-
sion to individuals in good physical condition.

steve harris, the owner of Far Flung Adventures, has been kayaking for over 30 years. 
Harris is also the Executive Director of Rio Grande Restoration. Todd schulke is one of the 
founders of the Center for Biological Diversity. When these two aren’t at work protect-
ing our forests and rivers, 
chances are they’re run-
ning a Southwestern river. 

kayakers stretching 
before the put-in.
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a celeBRaTIOn OF seeds 
Interactive presentation with Miguel Santistevan. 9:30–10:45 a.m. FRee.  
The Volunteer Center, 501 E. 13th St.

Who knew seeds could be so intriguing? You’ll 
be a believer after this interactive seed presenta-
tion with farmer, biologist, and teacher Miguel San-
tistevan, the owner of Sol Feliz Farm in Taos. Miguel 
will demonstrate seeds of many native food crops, 
and talk about their properties and adaptability to 
fluctuating conditions, such as climate change. He 
will describe the role of the acequia system in tra-
ditional farming of Northern New Mexico.

Miguel says of his farm and family: “We are working to grow the ingredients 
of our traditional foods so we can eat the way our grandparents, great-grand-
parents, and beyond used to eat. We believe that sustainable agriculture starts 
with our kitchen table. This isn’t just a romantic exercise; we don’t like the way 
the food system treats the Earth and its negative health effects on the people, 
and we are working to actualize an alternative.”

This presentation takes place outside, so please bring a hat and water.
Miguel santistevan is an agricultural ecologist and farmer from Taos, NM. He is a par-

ciante (irrigator) on the Acequia Madre del Sur and has served one term as Mayordomo and 
two terms as President. He has also served on the Board of the Taos Valley Acequia Associa-
tion. He is certified in Permaculture and ZERI Design and is actively involved in agricultural 
implementation and environmental education for schools and land restoration efforts.

GaTheRInG The ancesTORs In FOOd & sTORy
A plática/Talk with Denise Chávez. 10:00–11:30 a.m. FRee.  
The Volunteer Center, 501 E. 13th St.

In this lively session, New Mexico author De-
nise Chávez shares stories with the audience 
that inform and celebrate the sacred in our own 
families’ histories. Bring a family recipe to share 
on a 3x5 card. 

denise chávez is the author of A Taco Testimony: 
Meditations on Family, Food and Culture, Face of An An-
gel, La Ultima de Las Muchachas del Menu (The Last of 
the Menu Girls), Loving Pedro Infante, and The King and 
Queen of Comezón.

Miguel santistevan

denise chávez. Photo: Daniel Zolinsky
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acORn pROcessInG 
workshop with John Slattery. 11:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Fee: $10.  
Registration required: see page 4.  
The Volunteer Center, 501 E. 13th St.

Acorns are a widely available, highly nutritive food source that can be made 
into a wide variety of delicious foodstuffs, including bread, pancakes, biscuits, 
pastries, pasta, stew, soup, and other unique creations.

Join John Slattery for this highly informative demonstration to get you start-
ed on how to process acorns and begin creating delicious meals at home.

In this class we’ll experience creating edible flour from sun-dried acorns. For-
aged Gambel’s oak acorns (Quercus  gambelii) will be fully processed into a 
leached flour through hands-on instruction. All the basic principles of acorn 
processing will be discussed and covered in this workshop. Not all acorns are 
alike, but all acorns can be eaten—most need to be processed first.

We’ll wrap up the presentation by enjoying a slice of delicious gluten-free 
acorn bread with other wild ingredients!

Much of this workshop takes place outside, so please bring a hat and water.
Workshop leader John slattery offers trainings in bioregional 

herbalism, foraging, field botany, plant energetics, wildcrafting, 
herbal medicine, and plant-focused cultural trips to Sonora, Mex-
ico to visit with indigenous herbalists. He is the author of South-
west Foraging.

John slattery

“What we all need to do  
is find the wellspring that keeps us going,  

that gives us the strength and patience  
to keep up this struggle for a long time.”

~Winona LaDuke
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saturday, september 23 
Gallery hours vary

The following galleries on the self-guided tour will feature works  
inspired by the Gila River. For more information on  

participating galleries, visit www.silvercityart.com/galleries/

THE gILA coLLEcTIVE pop-Up ExHIbIT
111 E. College Street (former Curious Kumquat)

11 a.m.–5 p.m.
As part of its 2016–2017 Santa Fe Art Institute Water Rights Residency,  

the Gila Collective’s pop-up exhibit explores the Gila River  
through an immersive multi-sensory environment, addressing its history  

and personification, and as an expression of memory.  

bARkER mAnnIng
406-A N. Bullard St. 

11 a.m.–5 p.m.
Acrylic on canvas, whimsical dogs

bLUE DomE gALLERY
Corner of Texas and Yankie Streets. 

11a.m.–5 p.m.
Pottery, paintings, sculpture, fiber arts: the finest of fine arts.

ELEmEnTAL ARTISAnS
406-B N. Bullard St. 

11 a.m. to about 5–7 p.m. 
Handcrafted jewelry of all shapes, sizes, colors, and metals

gEISLER STUDIo @ common gRoUnD
102 West Kelly. 
11 a.m.–7 p.m.

The exquisite architecture of the Significant Historic John P. Risque House 
(c. 1877) complements a breathtaking array of available fine furniture, sculpture, 
ceramics, mosaic, glass, tapestries, paintings and prints by members of the School 

of Silver, including Paula Geisler and Fenestra.

THE gLASSERIE
106 W. College Ave. 

11 a.m.–6 p.m.
Hand-blown Glass Art & Live Glassblowing

S I LV ER C IT Y A RT A SS O C I ATI O N

gila River Art Tour
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LEYbA & IngALLS ARTS
315 N. Bullard St. 

10 a.m.–6 p.m.
The River: a show of gallery & invited artists

LoIS DUFFY ART
211-C N. Texas St. 

10 a.m.–4 p.m.
Featuring original painting of the river at the Catwalk,  

as well as local prints and cards by Lois Duffy.

THE mAkERY
108 W. Yankie St. 

11 a.m.–4 p.m.
Freestyle weaving exploring the nature of the Gila and its significance  

in our community. Express your feelings about the river  
in a small freestyle weaving that you can take home. 

mARIAH’S coppER QUAIL gALLERY
211-A N. Texas St. 

10 a.m.–6 p.m.
Fabulous assortment of original art with a southwest flare and beyond  

created by 20+ local artists! Special Gila River Festival display.

RAVEnSong ARTS
106 W. Yankie St.

11 a.m.–7 p.m.
The Wild, the Beautiful, the Sacred for Home, Body & Spirit

SoUL RIVER
400 N. Bullard St. 
10 a.m.–5:30 p.m.

Original Art & Pottery, Southwestern and native home & yard décor, jewelry

And Don’t miss . . .
gILA RIVER ART ExHIbIT

September 1–24, Murray Ryan Visitor Center, 201 N. Hudson St.
Hours: Monday thru Saturday, 9 a.m.–5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
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GIla RIveR exTRavaGanza
Puppet Parade, Music, Art, Tastings, Talks, Demonstrations, Dancing
The family fun starts at 12:30 and ends at 10:00 p.m.  
Come for some or all of the festivities. FRee!

schedule
12:30–1:30 p.m. Mask Making at Gough Park
 1:30–2:00 p.m. Monsoon puppet Theater parade, ending at Big Ditch Park

Join the zany Monsoon Puppet Theater for a family-friendly 
parade, full of fun costumes, music, dance, and giant pup-
pets! At 12:30 p.m., at the Gough Park gazebo, we’ll do face 
painting and mask making, with all materials provided, and 
line up for the parade at 1:30. Show off your painted faces, 
puppets, and masks! When the parade ends at Big Ditch Park, 
the party continues with more kid- and family-centered fun 
from 2:00–10:00 p.m. It’s all FREE!

Big ditch park events
 2:00–2:30 p.m. Music & sing-a-long Miguel Santistevan
 2:30–2:45 p.m. poetry Reading Raven Drake
 2:45–3:15 p.m. Music & dancing Big Ditch Crickets
 3:15–3:30 p.m. Talk: curanderismo Dr. Gilbert Arizaga
 3:30–4:00 p.m. drumming Andrew Dahl-Bredine & friends
 4:00–4:15 p.m. Food demo Consuelo Hester
 4:15–5:15 p.m. Music & dancing The Black Teas
 5:15–5:30 p.m. Talk: native american traditional foods Stephanie Muise 
 5:30–5:45 p.m. poetry Reading Elise Stuart
 5:45–6:00 p.m. Talk: chiricahua apaches Joe Saenz
 6:00–8:00 p.m. Music & dancing Caliente
8:00–10:00 p.m. dance of the Mountain spirits 

Fort Sill Apache Tribe Fire Dancers with the  Gooday Family

Big ditch park Booths
 2:00–4:00 p.m. Tastings & sales

Mesquite, sacaton, Apache red grass: Richard Felger, Gabriel 
Feldman, Chelsea Rittchen & Adrienne Booth

Insects: Carol Fugagli
Fermented foods: Margaret Garcia (Taos Real Foods),  

Harolene Pitts
Acorns, prickly pear: John Slattery
Chile roasting: Kyle & Meggie Skaggs (Frisco Farms)
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exTRavaGanza continued

Herbal medicine
 Monica Rude (Desert Woman Botanicals)
 Nikki Tesnow
 Brooke Feldman (Lizard Dreaming Remedies)
 Naava Koenigsberg (Bear Creek Herbs)
Native plant dyes
 Ann Hedlund & Hosana Eilert
Kids’ activities
 Fire-making, Andrew Dahl-Bredine
 Weaving with native plants, Cedar Smith
 Native plant game, Andrea Warner

 2:00–4:00 p.m.  sunburst: an Organic Mandala 
Join artist Zoe Wolfe and architect Steven Shelendich to 
create a mandala out of natural materials in the Big Ditch 
Park. Feel free to bring organics to add to the mandala, 
which will remain on the site to decompose with the 
 elements. 

downtown
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Bowl glazing: Empty Bowls Project bowl glazing at Syzygy 

Tile, 106 N. Bullard St. 
Bowls made by participants during the Clay Festival will be 
glazed at this free workshop. On October 28th, the bowls 
will be offered for sale, filled with homemade food. Pro-
ceeds benefit the Volunteer Center’s food pantry.

 2:00–9:00 p.m. pub crawl: Food & drinks made with local ingredients

caliente: This 
hot las cruces 
band plays 
latin, Reggae, 
Tejano, R&B, 
Top 40, and 
country—
guaranteed 
to be 100% 
danceable 
and hotter 
than hatch 
chile!
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sunday SEPTEMBER 24

wIld FOOds and MedIcInes
Field trip with Doug Simons. 8:00 a.m.–noon. participant limit: 15. Fee: $18. 
Registration required: see page 4. Meet at the Murray Ryan Visitor Center at 
7:45 a.m., carpool to the Gila River, and return to Silver City by noon.  
Travel time: approximately 45 minutes each way. difficulty level: moderate. 

This field trip is about learning to see and listen. Plant person Doug Simons 
gives an introduction to plant identification so that participants can become 
more familiar with native food species. He’ll talk about how various trees, 
shrubs, forbs, and grasses are used as foods and medicines, and tell stories 
about building relationships with the plants that surround us. 

Please bring hat, good walking shoes, water, and snacks.
At 11 years old, doug simons began learning about the native plants of Colorado from 

his mother. His awareness, knowledge and connection to the plant world has only grown 
stronger through his life and travels, as he learned from the Tarahumara, Tohono O’Odham, 
Navajo, and others. Doug also gained a vast amount of firsthand knowledge about edible 
and medicinal plants through his experiences living primitively in the Sonoran Desert and 
Gila Wilderness.

The Gila River  Photo: Gordee Headlee
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sunday continued

GaTheRInG The GIla FROM ancIenT TIMes TO TOday
Field trip with Karen Schollmeyer and Allen Denoyer, Archaeology Southwest. 
8:00 a.m.–noon. participant limit: 30. Fee: $18. Registration required: see 
page 4. Meet at the Murray Ryan Visitor Center at 7:45 a.m., and drive to the 
Gila River Farm in Cliff, NM. Travel time: approximately 45 minutes each way. 
 difficulty level: moderate. 

Join archaeologists Karen Schollmeyer and Allen Denoyer for a tour of the 
Gila River Farm archaeological site and a discussion of archaeology on the Up-
per Gila, including how people have used its resources for millennia. Our lo-
cal archaeological record shows how hunters and farmers have responded to 
changes in the river and its resources over time, and sometimes caused changes 
in local plant and animal communities. Karen will discuss how the unique archae-
ology of the Upper Gila reveals ancient strategies for handling environmental 
and social changes. Allen will demonstrate flintknapping techniques for creating 
points and other tools out of local Mule Creek obsidian, an important tool stone 
whose movement along trade networks across the Southwest reveals important 
information about social connections among ancient communities. We will also 
have replica tools for participants to try, including atlatls (a projectile weapon) 
and other tools Upper Gila residents used in ancient times. Please wear com-
fortable closed-toed shoes and bring water and sun protection.

Difficulty: quarter-mile walk on uneven ground in full sun. Bathrooms and 
shade are available nearby. Please bring hat, water, sunscreen, and sturdy walk-
ing shoes. 

dr. karen schollmeyer’s archaeological research includes 
studying long-term human-environment interactions, and food 
security. She is also interested in how archaeologists’ long-term 
insights can be applied to contemporary issues in conservation 
and development.

allen denoyer has been 
working as a professional archae-
ologist in the Southwest and 
Rocky Mountains since the early 
1990s. A skilled replicator of 
ancient artifacts, his replicas are 
used in classrooms, colleges, and 
universities, and his work has ap-
peared on the television show 
Mythbusters.dr. karen schollmeyer

allen denoyer
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sunday continued

The One ThaT GOT away
Fly fishing field trip with Jeff Arterburn, Trout Unlimited and Mesilla Valley Fly 
Fishers. 8:30 a.m.–3:00 p.m. participant limit: 12 (this includes kids).  
Fee: $22 adults; $12 kids (12 and under). Registration required: see page 4.  
Meet at the Murray Ryan Visitor Center at 8:15 a.m., carpool to Lake Roberts, 
return to Silver City by 3:00 p.m. Travel time: approximately one hour each way. 
difficulty level: moderate. Children are welcome on this field trip, and must be 
registered and accompanied by an adult. Fishing license required. You can pur-
chase one online at https://onlinesales.wildlife.state.nm.us. All NM Dept. of Game 
& Fish rules and regulations apply. 

Join Jeff Arterburn and other experienced fishing guides from Trout Unlim-
ited and the Mesilla Valley Fly Fishers for an outing to Lake Roberts and nearby 
Sapillo Creek. At Lake Roberts, you will learn the rudiments of fishing dry flies, 
wet flies, nymphs and streamers, the basic knots, and the first-step mechanics 
of casting a fly. Then head just down the road to practice your new skills on a 
small stream, Sapillo Creek. The where-to-go and how-to of Gila area game fish 
(various trout, smallmouth bass, carp, etc.) will also be reviewed. 

Please bring: Your fly fishing gear (but if you don’t have any we’ll rig you up), 
hat, sunscreen, wading shoes (we’ll be crossing the creek), snacks, lunch, and 
plenty of drinking water.

Fly fishing has been that “one thing” for Jeff arterburn starting from his childhood in 
Colorado, and he has lived and fished throughout the southwest for over thirty years. He’s 
been a Professor of Chemistry and Biochemistry at New Mexico State University since 1992. 

He is an active board member 
of the Mesilla Valley Fly Fish-
ers and started the Gila/Rio 
Grande Chapter of Trout Un-
limited in 2010 with a strong 
commitment to our native 
Gila and Rio Grande Cutthroat 
Trout.

Jeff arterburn and 
a brown trout that 
didn’t get away.
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sunday continued

pueBlO FOOd expeRIence
Brunch with speaker Roxanne Swentzell.  
10:30 a.m.–noon.  
The Volunteer Center, 501 E. 13th St. 
Fee: $50/person. Fundraiser for the Gila Conservation Coalition. 
Registration required: see page 4.

What did people eat before breakfast cereal, peanut butter and jelly, piz-
za? A surprising variety of delicious and nutritious foods, as it turns out. The 
Southwest has many species of native currants, berries, nuts, beans, amaranth, 
mesquite, grasses, and a whole suite of healthy greens. Native Americans in the 
Southwest relied on the “three sisters”: corn, beans, and squash. Many of these 
foods were eaten fresh, and some were also ground into flours.

This brunch, featuring native and locally-grown foods, will gently and deli-
ciously introduce you to some new foods, such as mesquite, but not take you 
too far out of your food comfort zone. Some of the menu items are from Rox-
anne Swentzell’s book, The Pueblo Food Experience Cookbook.

Artist, sculptor, and author Roxanne Swentzell is the brunch speaker. At her 
home in Santa Clara Pueblo, she and others lived the “Pueblo Food Experi-
ence” for three months, eating exclusively the foods of their ancestors. Swent-
zell will speak about the results of this experience, the need to grow and con-
sume foods that are native and adapted to the arid Southwest, and to respect 
water by not wasting it on thirsty and inappropriate crops.

Roxanne swentzell is from Santa Clara Pueblo in 
Northern NM.  She is the Director of Flowering Tree 
Permaculture Institute which has been researching and 
teaching sustainable practices since 1989. Focusing on 
the Pueblo traditional cultures, Roxanne hopes to help 
the communities re-learn, preserve, and continue life-
ways that are healthy for generations to come. Roxanne 
is an internationally-known artist and sculptor, and the 
author of the recent book The Pueblo Food Experience. Roxanne swentzell

“We are always learning how to process the food  
that comes in from the yard. It’s a good feeling  

to eat our own food that we grew.”
~Roxanne Swentzell, Our Home: Flowering Tree
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F E S T I VA L  &  A R E A 

Locations

WNMU
Murray Ryan Visitor Center
Big Ditch Park
Syzygy Tile
Gough Park
San Vicente Creek
The Volunteer Center

Box Canyon Rd/ 
Hwy 293

Hwy 211

1  Mogollon Box Day Use Area

2  TNC’s Gila Farm

3  Iron Bridge Conservation Area

4  Gila Bird Area

5  Silver City

6  Cherry Creek Campground

7  Lake Roberts

8  Mimbres Culture Heritage Site

1

4

7

5

8

6

2

3



D O W N TO W N

Silver city

1  Besse Forward Global 
Resource center*
Western New Mexico University 
12th & Kentucky Streets
*festival registration, info, sales

Fine arts center Th eater
Kentucky Street

2  Gough park
 Pope & 12th Streets

3  Big ditch park
 at Kelly Street

4  Murray Ryan visitor center*
 201 N. Hudson
 *festival registration, info, sales

5  syzygy Tile 
106 N. Bullard Street

4

5

2

3

Downtown map ©2005 Silver City Mainstreet Project; 
inset map © Western New Mexico University

Fine Arts Ctr 
Parking

Fine Arts Ctr 
Parking

1 Fine arts center Th eater

Besse Forward 
Global Resource center 
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